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WAIT A MINUTE, GOD! 
 

If you have read the book of Judges, then you are  familiar with this record of God's long suf-

fering and compassion. Chapter 6 in particular, reveals an intimate portrait of God which be-

gins when He appears to Gideon and asks him to, "Save Israel from Midian." Gideon admits 

his clan is, "the weakest in Manasseh "and he himself the "runt of the litter" so it is no wonder 

that Gideon is amazed that God would choose a weakling for such a formidable task.  Yet, 

isn't  it just like God to choose what the world deems as powerless in order to fulfill His pur-

pose? 
 

Gideon goes on to question God's sincerity, "If you are serious about this, do me a favor. 

Give me a sign to back up what you are telling me."  In light of Matthew 12:39 when Jesus 

says, "A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!" how do you think 

God handled Gideon’s  request? 
 

Gideon continues on, sounding almost commanding. "Don't leave until I come back and bring 

you my gift."  Evidently, Gideon needed some evidence!  Right away, you can see that God 

didn't thunder or strike Gideon down with Divine authority nor did He rebuke the "runt" into 

submission.  No. Instead, He answered Gideon with, "I'll wait until you get back." The God 

of the universe patiently waited for Gideon, His disbelieving servant, to prepare a sacred meal 

of goat and bread, and then hasten back to his Lord. After returning, God stretched out His 

stick to touch the meat and bread, causing  fire to burst from the rock consuming the "gift." 

Gideon exclaimed, "Oh no! Master God! I have seen the angel of God face to face!"  But God 

reassured him, "Easy now. Don't panic. You won't die." The Net Bible puts it this way: "The 

Lord said to him, 'You are safe! Do not be afraid! You are not going to die!'" Then Gideon 

built an altar which he names, of all things, The Lord is on friendly terms with me. 
 

Do you believe the Lord is on friendly terms with you - even when you are not on friendly 

terms with Him? Do you believe that you can ask the Creator to "do me a favor and wait..." 

and He will?  I think Satan wants us to believe that God can be changed by our behavior - that 

God is moody and easily provoked by what we think, say, and do.  Yet we read in Deuteron-

omy 7:9, "Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping 

his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his com-

mands."  And  how long is God faithful? Hebrews 13:8 tells us, "Jesus Christ is the same yes-

terday and today and forever."                                       Stacie Barsumian 

Do you delight in re-
learning Bible stories 
in the paradigm of 
Godõs loving              
Character?  

If so, you will enjoy 
òWait a Minute, God!ó 

Walk back into biblical 
history as the writer 
reminds us that God 
has always been the 
same, yesterday, today, 
and for always. Begin to 
see how re-reading the 
Bible in an appropriate 
paradigm might change 
a  LOT of misconcep-
tions about God and 
His role in our lives.   

But I reckon my own life 
to be worth nothing to 
me; I only want to com-
plete my mission and to 
finish the work that the 
Lord Jesus gave me to do, 
which is to declare the 
Good News about the 
kindness of God.  Acts 
20:24 

I reckon everything as complete 
loss for the sake of what is so 
much more valuable, the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord.  
Philippians 3:8 

The purpose of this order is to 
arouse the love that comes from 
a pure heart, a clear conscience, 
and a genuine faith. 1 Timothy 
1:5 

Parents, 

You may want to en-

courage your teen to 

read ―The Sin of Defin-

ing Sin‖ on page 2-3. 

Many a hopeless teen 

gives up and slips out 

the back door saying, 

―I’m bad anyway, so 

why try?‖ 
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For a free subscription 

to this newsletter  or to 

order Good News Tour 

DVDs and/or audio-CDs: 

Office@ 

HeavenlySanctuary.com  

or fax 877.284.0039 or 

phone 888.250.4612. 

 

If you prefer to mail 

comments, suggestions,  

or financial support: 

HeavenlySanctuary.com 

405 West Olive Avenue 

Redlands, CA 92373 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITES: 

H e a v e n l y S a n c t u a r y 

.com—Everything about 

the character of God: 

forum discussions, fea-

tured articles, audio  

sermons and more. 

GoodNewsTour.com—
Information  about future      

Good   News   Tour  

conferences. 

comeandreason.com—
Dr.      Tim        Jennings’ 

weekly      Bible      study 

class and   other recorded 

seminars. 

GodsCharacter.com—A 

book by book Bible 

study given by Dr. Brad 

Cole.    

 

Profile of ñSinò 

 

*First, we believe 

a lie about God and 

ourselves.  

*Trust and love are 

broken in our 

hearts toward God.  

*Selfishness and 

fear move in.  

*Destructive behav-

iors follow,  which 

damage us.  

*This is a terminal 

condit ion (thou 

shalt surely die).  

The Sin of Defining Sin 

(And how it affects our youth) 

 

Having served as a youth 

pastor, Iõm tuned into kids, 

and how they reject vague, 

formless, and fuzzy theologi-

cal answers. One of the more 

popular questions my youth 

would sometimes ask is this: 

"What is sin?" Is this not a 

question we must answer if 

we are to comprehend why 

God came down and lived in 

a womb for nine months, let 

His own created beings raise 

Him into adulthood and ulti-

matelyð(hereõs the kicker) 

murder Him? 
 

The problem, or so it seems 

to me, is that if we canõt 

really understand what sin is 

or why it is so horrific, then 

we canõt really identify with 

the solution.  And if we canõt 

understand the solution with 

clarity, then how can that 

solution be of any benefit in 

restoring and healing our 

minds against that which is 

destroying us? 
 

Yet, isnõt that EXACTLY what 

some (perhaps in every doc-

trinal persuasion including 

our own) have asked us to 

accept? So, letõs politely 

thank them, finish our tea 

(decaffeinated, of course), 

and continue the discussion! 
 

Where did sin originate? 

Heaven. More specifically, in 

the very presence of God. I 

can hear one of my 16-year-

olds protesting. òPastor 

Marco, I was told that sin 

canõt live in the presence of 

God.ó Valid question, right? 

What would you say to this 

teenager? Does it make 

sense to say that sin canõt 

live in the presence of God 

but it did originate there? So, 

whatever sin is, it obviously 

does something to change 

our perceptions about God - 

NOT God's perception of us. 

If sin canõt live in the pres-

ence of God, then how are 

the youth of 2007 supposed 

to go to God to get the solu-

tion for sin?  We say, òGo to 

Godó and in the same breath 

we suggest òbut donõt get too 

close.ó I recently read this 

statement in a popular theo-

logical periodical:  òSin, 

therefore, is as much who we 

are as it is what we do, be-

cause, in the end, we do 

what we do because we are 

what we are.ó 
 

This seems more than a little 

confusing.   However, I think 

the writer is summarizing an 

idea we've heard all our lives 

in one form or another ð that 

as soon as we come out of 

our mammaõs womb, weõre 

already horrible sinners. We 

seem to be telling little 

Johnny that not ONLY is he 

born into a sinful world with 

sinful tendencies and dis-

abilities (which is true), but 

that he is already BAD to the 

bone, and hopeless! We may 

even follow it up with òNow 

Johnny, donõt even attempt 

to try and understand why 

you are a sinner and why you 

were just born that way, but 

itõs very important that you 

understand that God can 

forgive your sin if you beg 

Him to.  But unfortunately, 

sin canõt live in His presence.   

So, well ð um ð well ñ uhé 

look, don't ask questions.  

Just get ready for church. 

Weõre already late.ó 
 

Iõd like to suggest that when 

we tell a child that he is born 

a horrendous and hopeless 

sinner before he even gulps 

his first breath, we just might  

be instilling hopelessness. 

Satan used a lie at the tree 

with our first parents, saying 

that God didnõt make them 

good enough, and if they 

would just eat some yummy 

cantaloupes, theyõd finally 

achieve perfection.  Now, he 

whispers loudly to usñ

"You're already so MESSED 

up that you might as well 

GIVE up!"   And many of us 

do.   
 

So, we see that sin started in 

the very presence of God - in 

the Most Holy Place, in 

Heaven, in the environment 

of perfection. And what did 

Satan do for this to happen? 

Did he start smoking in the 

bathroom? Playing violent 

video games? Running 

around wearing a mini-skirt 

embroidered with òRó rated 

figures.  Of course, many 

teenagers with whom I've 

had the opportunity to speak, 

laugh when I suggest those 

concepts, but minutes later 

theyõve had an epiphany. Sin 

does not equal behavior. 

Whatever Lucifer did, hap-

pened without anyone other 

than our Gracious God notic-

ing.  The behavior followed 

the òsin.ó 
 

You see, sin originated in the 

most secret place that can 

exist - the mind of an intelli-

gent being. It was in Satanõs 

mind ð where he does his 

thinking - that feelings of 

jealousy and envy toward 

God were manifested. And 

the results? Mr. Slithers 

started telling all the other 

heavenly family members 

that God is not someone 

they can really rely upon ð 

that He is The Creator of 

Conñthat He is selfish, and 

quite frankly, an untrust-

worthy tyrant. Lucifer lied to 

them about God, and those 

lies caused such fear and 

anxiety that one-third of 

Godõs angels ran from Him. 

You  know,  I believe that 
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                                                   Upcoming Events 

June 16, 2007ðVictoria, BC, SDA Church: Six lectures by Manuel Silva, Tim Jennings, and Brad Cole.  See 

www.HeavenlySanctuary.com 

August, 2007—Lake Tahoe SDA Camp meeting, Camp Richardson, July 30-August 4: Marco Belmonte.  See 

www.HeavenlySanctuary.com. 

September 5-6, 2008 (tentatively)ðGood News Tour , Loma Linda University Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim 

Jennings, Manuel Silva, Brad Cole, and Marco Belmonte.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com. 

Ongoing Weekly events:  

Steve Gallimore Live, LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, 3rd Friday of every month (except April), 2-3 pm: Tim Jennings. 

See www.comeandreason.com. 

Come and Reason Sabbath School Class, Saturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU—10:15 to 11:15am:  Tim Jennings. See          

www.comeandreason.com. 

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole.  See www.GodsCharacter.com. 

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com. 

anyone who portrays God as a fearful 

Deity is opposing the testimony that 

Jesus Christ came to reveal.  
 

While many claim that sin is òa rebel-

lion against the lordship and sover-

eignty of Godó, subliminally picturing 

God as someone whose feet we 

should grasp, begging Him to love us, 

hereõs the reality. Jesus Christ (who 

was that same God in human form) 

gets down on His hands and knees to 

wash the feet of His own betrayer, 

knowing he would betray Him.  God 

forgives us long before we ask.  It is 

our HEALING He longs to accomplish!  

Two portrayals of God: one that ap-

pears to draw people to Him out of 

fear, the other one that draws them to 

Him out of love. Which picture do we 

prefer? Which picture is easy to 

share? Which picture is TRUTH? 
 

In conclusion, permit me to make one 

final statement.  If sin is lies about the 

Character of God that originated in 

the mind of a created being in the 

very presence of God, then the solu-

tion to sin is the truth that dispels 

those lies in the minds of Godõs cre-

ated beings, as we behold and utilize 

that truth, in the very presence of God. 

And that, my dear global family (who I 

love with all my heart), is why Jesus 

Christ is the solution to the sin prob-

lem ð because on earth, He WAS God, 

and  now we know the truth about 

what God is really like and realize that 

Satan was a liar from the beginning.  

With that truth available, we can allow 

the healing that comes with trusting 

the healer.   I believe this to be the 

concept that God has been trying to 

communicate to His people from the 

beginning: that at the Cross of Cal-

vary, we discover  we have no reason 

to fear a God who loves His creatures 

so much that He allowed them to mur-

der Him.                  Marco Belmonte 

 

 

 Now Available! 

 The Good News Tour 2006    

8 disc DVD Set 

Order now:   

www.GoodNewsTour.com                

Or call 888.250.4612 

  
Could It Be This Simple?  

A Biblical Model for Heal-

ing the Mind, is a break-

through in understanding 

the mind which provides 

real answers for regular 

people.  TO ORDER:   

www.comeandreason.com   

Ponderings of a Woman  

What was Mary able to teach Jesus about God?   Somehow it seems that she was able to make it simple enough for a child to understand it, yet 

introduce His Heavenly Father to Him as totally loving, trustworthy and available.  Did she spend much time making SURE He knew what NOT to do 
in order to procure the favor of a staunch and arbitrary ruler?  Or somehow was she able to paint a picture of a Father who could be approached 

and trusted at every turn?  Maybe  Mary was chosen because of her ability to portray Godõs character in a winning and truthful way.  As mothers, 

grandmothers,  and wives perhaps we could pray to be graced with that ability.  



Phone Call from God? 
 

One of the advantages of entering names and 

numbers on your cell phone is that you know 

who is calling when the phone rings. But 

when my phone rang a few weeks ago I was 

more than surprised to see that the name of 

the caller was none other than ―Jesus.‖ How 

could this be? Was this a trick? My heart beat 

a little faster and I contemplated the amazing 

possibilities: What should I say? Why is He 

calling? What does His voice sound like? 

Finally I jolted to the realization that my 

stunned thoughts were about to force ―Jesus‖ 

to leave a message and how could I ever for-

give myself for doing that! And so I answered 

with a rather hesitant and questioning, 

―Hello?‖ 

 

As it turns out, I had met this ―Jesus‖ several 

months earlier, although he said people call 

him ―Jesse.‖ He grew up in Mexico where this 

is not an uncommon name. I had entered his 

number in my phone address book and had 

simply forgotten about it. So much for the 

excitement! But nevertheless, this brief ex-

perience of fantasizing that God Himself was 

dialing my number stimulated many thoughts. 

What would it be like to have God call you 

from time to time? What would it be like to 

have Jesus’ ―phone number‖ and the ability to 

call Him with any question or just to talk? 

Why doesn’t God occasionally speak to His 

friends by direct verbal communication? 

There have been so many times that a clear 

answer from God would seem to make all the 

difference. 

 

Two thousand years ago was the only time in 

human history when anyone could go right up 

to God and ask their questions. But yet the 

questions that were asked of Jesus, even by 

His friends, were generally of this nature: 

―Can I be first in Your kingdom?‖ ―Can I sit 

at Your right side in power?‖ And even after 

the resurrection and just before He was lifted 

up into the clouds, this was the last question 

from His disciples: ―Lord, will you at this 

time give the Kingdom back to Israel?‖ (Acts 

1:6, GN) Didn’t they remember Jesus’ words? 

―My kingdom is not of this world.‖ (John 

18:36, GN) 

 

Finally Jesus said, ―…it is better for you that I 

go away, because if I do not go, the Helper 

will not come to you. But if I do go away, 

then I will send him to you.‖ (John 16:7, GN) 

But why should this be better? Wouldn’t those 

of us who consider ourselves God’s trusting 

friends finish the work much sooner and come 

into the full light of truth much faster if God 

in visible form would show up every night 

and talk with us? 

 

What about in the world at large? Wouldn’t it 

be a good thing if God would simply show up 

in downtown Los Angeles as a 25 foot tall 

pillar of fire? Or perhaps shielded in a cloud 

so that we’re not too scared? With modern 

cable TV and the internet the entire world 

would know almost immediately that there 

really was a God and they could hear His very 

words. There would not be one atheist on the 

planet. Wouldn’t this be a positive? 

 

In actuality, it would not! If God were to un-

mistakably reveal Himself in this manner, it is 

true that all the world would believe, and the 

entire world would be trembling and on their 

knees in worship. But yet this would not ac-

complish anything positive from God’s per-

spective, as the question of questions that God 

wants to settle in the minds of each of His 

children is not ―does God exist?‖ Rather, the 

ultimate question is ―what is God like?‖ and 

the answer to that question cannot come from 

force or intimidation. 

 

The disciples, despite living with God in hu-

man form for over 3 years, were still con-

cerned primarily about themselves and their 

position of power in the world and they were 

not asking Jesus the right questions. They 

needed to grow up, and so do we. If God were 

available for our every question by just a 

phone call, this would prevent us from devel-

oping our God given ability to reason and to 

think it through. ―What should I wear today, 

Jesus?‖ ―Is it OK to eat cheese?‖ ―Which 

church should I belong to?‖ ―Should I get up 

at 5:30 or 6:00?‖ ―What book of the Bible 

should I read today and how many minutes 

should I read?‖ ―Is that pastor over there say-

ing the truth?‖ ―Which day is the right day of 

worship?‖ 

 

God wants us to mature, to grow up, and to 

become settled into the truth predominantly 

about one thing: what He is like in character. 

And for this high ideal He sends the Holy 

Spirit who is with us and within us, and with 

no less intensity than Jesus’ presence with His 

disciples! 

 

In the upper room, Jesus repeatedly made it 

very clear as to the function of the Holy 

Spirit. ―The Helper will come – the Spirit, 

who reveals the truth about God.‖ (John 

15:26, GN) ―When the Spirit comes, who 

reveals the truth about God, he will lead you 

into all the truth.‖ (John 16:13, GN) ―I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Helper, who will stay with you forever. He is 

the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God. 

The world cannot receive him, because it 

cannot see him or know him. But you know 

him, because he remains with you and is in 

you. (John 14:16-17, GN) ―The Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you everything and make 

you remember all that I have told you.‖ (John 

14:26 , GN) 

Is it not very clear in these words of Jesus that 

we are not left alone! We have a 24/7 hotline 

to God as the Holy Spirit of truth ―remains 

with you and is in you.‖ And specifically, 

what ―truth about God‖ does the Holy Spirit 

convict us of? The truth that God is powerful? 

The truth that God is a bright and glorious 

being? No. The Holy Sprit convicts us of the 

truth about who God is in character, ulti-

mately bringing us to the reality that God is 

just like Jesus in character. 

 

This reality about God cannot be forced or 

intimidated into us. And in fact, in our rebel-

lious state, there would be a very strong coer-

cive element if we could visibly see the eyes 

of God watching our every word, thought and 

action. God knows that the only way to con-

vict us of this truth, is to patiently lead us to 

this conclusion with no arm twisting or coer-

cion but rather that, of our own free-will 

choice, we have finally understood and re-

joiced in this glorious truth about who God is. 

Jesus Himself gave us a very effective illus-

tration of how this process of growing into the 

truth actually works. After His resurrection, 

He chose to disguise Himself as He walked 

with those two men on the Emmaus road. 

Why did He not immediately reveal who He 

was? Certainly they would have bowed down 

and worshiped Him with great joy in their 

hearts. And had they known it was Jesus with 

whom they were conversing, they certainly 

would have listened just as intently to His 

words as He explained the Old Testament to 

them. 

 

But our God is so good and so wise! He had a 

very important reason for not revealing who 

He was. Jesus used no methods of intimida-

tion, not even the mere force of His gentle and 

humble physical presence. He wanted to 

speak to them purely on the grounds of reason 

and evidence, and this alone led those men to 

say, ―Wasn’t it like a fire burning in us when 

he talked to us on the road and explained the 

Scriptures to us?‖ (Luke 24:32, GN) Jesus 

maintained His disguise until they were set-

tled into the truth, and not until that point did 

He reveal who He was. 

 

We too should have this Emmaus road experi-

ence with God. We too should experience this 

fire burning within us as God Himself gently 

leads us closer and closer to the reality of who 

He is! 

 

                    Brad Cole 


